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4-H campers demonstrate mastery of archery at West Kentucky 4-H Camp.  

“During the course of the summer you get to make 
an impact on thousands of campers, teens and adults. 
Whether it’s teaching a class, a song, acting silly at lunch, 
or listening to their stories, they look up to you as their role 
model, and you are impacting their life. 4-H camp has 
taught me how to be a leader, [and] how to confront my 
fears.”   

Darrell, Summer Staff Member

West Kentucky 4-H Camp Provides 
Experiences that Enhance Life Skills 
and Promotes Lifelong Learning 

Contact:
West Kentucky 4-H Camp
600 Camp Dr.
Dawson Springs, KY 42408
(270) 797-8758

http://4-h.ca.uky.edu/camp/west-
kentucky 

When you 
support 
Kentucky 
4-H camping 
programs, youth 
gain life skills 
which influence 
decision making 
in education, 
careers and civic 
engagement.  



Educational programs of Kentucky Cooperative Extension serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.

4-H campers learn about creatures on land and water while at 
camp.  

West Kentucky 4-H Camp covers 
approximately 450 acres serving 37 
counties. The camp’s facilities include 
heated cabins and bath houses that 
accommodate 426 campers and 
counselors at each session. The camp 
has a 14 acre lake for fishing, canoeing, 
and hiking and wetlands studies. West 
Kentucky provides a state of the art 
ropes challenge course with high and 
low elements for exciting and highly 
effective leadership and teambuilding 
activities. It also has a horse arena for 
basic equine classes and facilities for 
archery, rifle, and swimming. Evening 
programs can be conducted in its rustic 
campfire area. The West Kentucky 
4-H camp has been accredited by the 
American Camp Association since 
2005.

The 4-H approach to learning 
has always been and still is “learn by 
doing”. Camp is in a non-formal setting 
that provides experiential learning for 
youth 9 to 14 years of age. 

Campers report making new 
friends, exhibit responsibility for 
themselves and their belongings, and 
learn something new that can be 

used at home and school.  The camp 
experience leads to participating 
in other 4-H activities including: 
afterschool programs, special interest 
clubs and leadership opportunities.  
4-H campers who develop into leaders 
sometimes return to the camp as 
camp counselors to impact the next 
generation.

In 2015, Kentucky 4-H camp served over 32,000 youth and adults at 
day camps and overnight ventures.  4-H youth are 70% more likely to 
attend college and 20% more likely to graduate from college (Positive 
Youth Development Survey, Tuft University, 2009)


