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Extension provides practical education you can trust by helping individuals, families,
businesses, and communities solve problems, develop skills, and build a better future.

Priority Program Efforts

1 A total of 413 people are now involved in
addressing significant community issues

M 1 150 youth made an impact in their
community through service projects

1 122 local residents implemented
practices that promote sustainable

Hardin County feeder calves arrive in lowa agriculture

Agriculture and Natural Resources 45 producers reported an economic

impact (i.e., increase in agricultural
Matt Adams, Doug Shepherd: Agents productivity, increase in higher returns,
Due to rap|d|y dropp|ng gra|n pr|CeS’ many |oca| decrease in expenseS) in their agricultural
farmers were faced with unsustainably high cash rents operations

on crop ground for the 2016 growing season. Several
years of high grain prices, coupled with the competitive RIRE AL ERTelN i R E=To (V]| &)

nature of farming, encouraged many farmers to bid up acknowledged utilizing the skills learned
cash rents on farmland over a four to five year span. through Extension programming

Some of this land was locked into a multi-year

contract, but many acres were up for renegotiation 1 A total of 384 individuals reported making
prior to the 2016 growing season. Landowners had lifestyle changes (diet, exercise,

gotten used to the large sum of money they had been
receiving in rental payments, while farmers knew there
more than likely wouldn't be enough cash to go around
at the end of the year to pay these rates. Farmers were
also reluctant to lower rents, as they feared a
competitor would come in and pay more, resulting in a
major "blinking game" in the grain farming community.

managing stressors, healthy home
practices, etc.) for the purpose of
improving their health

1 A total of 130 youth and adults
demonstrated informed and effective
decision-making skills

'Educational programs of Kentucky Cooperative Extension serve all people regardless of economic or social status and will not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, ethnic origin, national origin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, sexual orientation, gender
identity, gender expression, pregnancy, marital status, genetic information, age, veteran status, or physical or mental disability.



Grain

farmers in
Hardin County
harvest

crops

during the
2016 season.

This situation spurred the need for a cash rent
meeting this winter. Both farmers and
landowners were invited to attend a meeting
presented by Dr. Greg Halich and Dr. Jordan
Shockley from UK Ag Economics to discuss the
cash rent debacle. 35 farmers and landowners
were in attendance. Budgets and market
conditions were shown to begin with to show the
audience why cash rents set the last few years
were no longer sustainable. Options including
lowering cash rent and Flex-Leases, where a
lower "base" rent is set, with the landowner
receiving bonuses if yield or price ends up being
higher than expected, were discussed in great
detail. At the end of the meeting, many
landowners were receptive to the ideas and
acknowledged that something had to give in
order for the farmer to continue farming their
land.

Three shipments of feeder calves have headed
to lowa in the past year; 93 head from two local
consignors in November, 140 head from 10
consignors in early January. Another 70 head



